
Eye of the Tiger 2017-2018 
 

Introduction (a little about me and the RHS journalism and Media 
programs): 
This is my sixteenth year working as the Roseville High School journalism adviser and my fifth year as 
the media productions adviser. I graduated from CSUS with a bachelor’s degree in journalism and 
earned my Master Degree in Journalism Education from the University of Missouri. While at CSUS I 
worked as a sports writer for State Hornet, once spent a summer writing for the Sacramento Bee, 
and periodically work as a freelance reporter. 
 

Classroom structure and atmosphere: 
This class is designed to function as a competent newsgathering organization. As such, this 
entire experience will focus on improving your journalistic knowledge and skills, while gathering 
news and disseminating it to our audience through various media.  
 
It is important that you take ownership of the program and understand that Eye of the Tiger 
truly is a student run organization. Students make all content decisions. As adviser my role is to 
offer tutelage and fulfill my professional responsibilities by assigning grades and being 
accountable for your well being. 
 

Expectations: 
Because of the nature of the work you will do in this class, you will have to conduct yourselves 
with a high level of maturity and professionalism. In order to develop a productive classroom 
culture you must meet the following expectations: 

● Arrive to class on time and always check in with the instructor prior to leaving the 
classroom for an interview or other research 

● Treat your classmates with respect 
● Take pride in the program and the quality of your work 
● When representing Eye of the Tiger, present yourself in a professional manner 
● Do not plagiarize the work of others or fabricate any information or quotes 

 

Required Materials 
● Earbuds 

 
What you can expect to get out of this class: 
 
Improved writing skills: Learning to write in a journalistic style will greatly improve your ability 
to write in a clear and concise manner. You will learn to eliminate redundancies and present 
information in an organized and logical fashion. The carryover benefit will greatly aid your 
writing for all other disciplines. 
 
Increased sense of responsibility: As a part of this staff, you find that others will be depending 
on you to finish your work in a timely manner. If you fail to fulfill your personal responsibilities, 
others will suffer.  
 



Enhanced interpersonal and communication skills: Part of your job in this class will be to speak 
with and interview various members of the RHS community in order to gain information for your 
article. Learning to communicate with a wide range of people and establish relationships with 
those whom you are not previously familiar is an important skill to acquire and one that will 
reap countless rewards throughout your life. 
 
Increased ability work to in a team environment: As part of the Eye of the Tiger staff, you are a 
part of the Eye of the Tiger team. Working closely with your fellow students toward common 
goals will help make your experience in this class more rewarding and fulfilling. 
 
Fun: One of my primary goals in teaching this class is to ensure that your experience in this class 
is a fun one. If you maintain a positive attitude in this class I can assure you that you will find it 
to be very enjoyable. 
 
Greater media literacy: You are constantly being bombarded by the messages delivered through 
media. By working for an instrument of mass communication, you will develop a strong sense of 
the intention behind such messages and an ability to more effectively scrutinize them. 
 
A memorable experience: Being a part of this class should provide an experience that you can 
reflect on long after your time is high school is over. You have the chance to a part of something 
special and leave a lasting impact on your school and community. This should be a source of 
pride for throughout the school year – as well as the rest of your life. 
 

Grading Policy 
Performing the functions of an effective newsgathering organization requires students with 
unique skill sets to perform a variety of task. Because of this, it is difficult to levy one uniform 
grading system that applies to all students. Instead, we will identify all of the work that needs to 
be done in order for the program to succeed. Each student will then review these tasks and 
work with me and the editorial staff to determine his or her own set of responsibilities. I will 
assess each student’s ability to meet his or her responsibilities at the end of each publication 
cycle and assign a grade accordingly. In addition to this grade, 30% of the overall grade will be 
reserved for work that I universally assign to the entire class. Additionally, each student will be 
required to dedicate 10-20 hours outside of class time during the semester (specific number 
coming in the next two weeks) attending meetings, photographing events or live reporting.  
 
     Letter grades will be assigned accordingly: 100-97% =A+ 96-93%=A 93-90A- 
89-87%=B+ 86-82%=B 81-80%=B- 79-77%=C+ 76-72%=C 71-70%=C-  
69-67%=D+ 66-62%=D 61-60%=D- Below 60%=F 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature 
     I require that each of you review this document with your parent(s) or guardian(s) and ask them to sign below to indicate that 
they have read it. If your parent(s) or guardian(s) would like to contact me I encourage them to contact me via e-mail at 
britter@rjuhsd.us. 
 
Parent/Guardian signature Date Student signature Date 


